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Welcome to the third of this year’s newsle&ers, a lot has changed over the last 12 

months including a greater use of technology such as Hampshire Alert and Facebook. 

NHW has also moved into the modern era and we now share the online and secure 

Hampshire Alert database through the Our Watch service. This tool is designed to make 

coordinators life easier, faster and more secure than currently and allows residents not 

in a scheme to easily find their local scheme and join online. We will have a full  

presenta$on at this years coordinators mee$ng in September but already all new 

schemes this year are using this tool very successfully. 

 

Coordinators mee�ng Alert!!!! 
I’m pleased to announce that we are holding our annual coordinators mee$ng again this year, we received a lot of very posi$ve feedback 

from last years mee$ng. It will be held again at The Red Lion Hotel, Basingstoke on Wednesday 20th September star$ng at 6.00pm when 

refreshments will be available ready for a 6.15pm commencement. We will be having three engaging presenta$ons as follows; 

 

⇒ Welcome and introduc$on to our presenters and BDNW team members 

⇒ Neighbourhood Watch session including a presenta$on on our new Coordinators Scheme management system “Our Watch” and 

how Facebook is changing the way we engage with our residents. 

⇒ Insp. Ben Taylor, Basingstoke District Commander will update us on current policing. 

⇒ Tom Haye, Chief Officer, Hampshire Specials will give us a very engaging insight into how the police are tackling  

    Cyber Crime—you will be amazed at what they are up to!! 

⇒ Q&A and Close 

 

I’m sure you will find all the sessions of interest and we all look forward to mee$ng as many of you as possible, please watch out for the 

registra$on email from Brian Adams, if you don’t receive one contact us immediately. 

The 3rd edi$on of this book has been released, a fully updated version that we encourage you 

to download and refer to.  You can get a copy at the link below; 

 

 h<p://www.ac$onfraud.police.uk/book-of-scams-launched-met-police-jun12 

 

 

 

Did you know there is a great way to report problems with your road now, it’s called “Fix My Street” and is available on the web or via 

apps on your smartphone. The apps are available in your smartphone store and the web address is  h<ps://www.fixmystreet.com/  



 

 

Message for Coordinators 

Would all exis$ng coordinators please keep us updated on any email or telephone changes. 

Also be advised that you cannot simply pass on the role to another resident, they must be police checked before they can take up the 

responsibility—contact us for assistance please. 

News from our Schemes 

 

Neighbourhood Watch launches in Beggarwood 

I’m pleased to let you know that we have a scheme up and running in Beggarwood now, it’s at Priest Down 

and the coordinators are Ruth Chappell and Jenny S$mpson. The scheme was started earlier this year to  

promote the benefits of Neighbourhood Watch and encourage more residents to join. 

With the digital age, many community values have been lost. We find ourselves communica$ng via social 

media plaDorms and not really geEng to know our neighbours, oFen not taking an ac$ve interest in what 

happens locally. During a leaflet drop, we were surprised to learn that many residents had lived in the area for 

the same period—over 10 years and they didn’t really know each other, even to wave hello to. By introducing 

the scheme, we hope to generate the feeling of community spirit, helping residents to take a more ac$ve and 

suppor$ve role in Beggarwood. 

Recently a new Facebook page has been created for ALL Beggarwood residents to be kept up to date with 

news and alerts from around Basingstoke and Deane.  

Related links; 

Na$onal NHW Our Watch: h<p://www.ourwatch.org.uk 

Neighbourhood Watch Beggarwood: h<ps://www.facebook.com/NeighbourhoodWatchBeggarwood/ 

Calling residents in Bramley 

We have a reasonable penetra$on of schemes in Bramley but from $me to $me we lose coordinators who move on or perhaps 

have new priori$es that clash too much. Presently we are looking for new coordinators in this area, if you can help or know  

someone who might want to help support their community, please ask them to contact us, they would be very welcome. 

Chineham schemes 

We are sad to announce that the Area Coordinator is moving to 

pastures new shortly, Laura Romney has held this posi$on for  

several years and been a mainstay in the development of many new 

schemes within the area.  

I’m pleased to announce that Simon Arne< has agreed to take over 

the role and will commence in August to contact the various 

scheme coordinators—he will also con$nue with the area mee$ngs 

at the village hall and would welcome a<endance from scheme 

coordinators.  

 

Chineham held a residents mee$ng at the church on Reading Road 

earlier this year and invited police and Crimestoppers to present to 

them. PC Neil Piper and PCSO Richard Green discussed scams and 

drug issues and John Dick presented a Crimestoppers update. A lot 

of organising went into this event but unfortunately it was poorly 

a<ended which was a great disappointment to the NHW team. 

Please remember -  we would love to hear what is happening in your scheme, are you planning to hold 

any mee$ngs and would like us to a<end and support you? Would you like us to present an update on 

Crimestoppers to your residents? We will be happy to print your ar$cles and announcements in this  

newsle<er. 





 

 

Basingstoke announces No�ce your Neighbourhood 

You can now visit this website and report all sorts of neighbourhood 

issues, a summary of most are listed. If you have pride in your  

community and wish to report issues to the council, use this new  

method—it is more convenient and quicker. 

Safer North Hants team—Parking Advice 

There are $mes when inconsiderate parking causes local issues, we oFen get  

comments via our coordinators about this. Safer North Hants has issued an advice 

note that you can download at the website address below. 

 

 

 h<p://www.safernh.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Parking-Advice1.pdf 

Community Safety Patrol team 

We are very lucky in Basingstoke that our council s$ll funds our CSPO team, they are ac$ve in your  

community and a great help and support to Neighbourhood Watch, also working closely with your local 

PCSO’s. You can find out all about them and who patrols your area at the website below, the page includes an 

area map showing much more contact details. 

Coordinators please contact your CSPO and invite them along for a coffee next $me they are passing—they’d 

be pleased to meet you and discuss local issues. 

 

 www.basingstoke.gov.uk/cspo-team 



 

 

News from Hampshire County NHW 
 

The Na$onal Neighbourhood Watch Connect2Protect conference was 

held in London on July 5, our chairman Bob Combes represented us. The 

mee$ng was opened by Sarah Newton MP, the Minister  for Vulnerability, 

Safeguarding and Countering Extremism.  

She said that NHW volunteers have an incredibly important role to play in 

tackling new and emerging crime trends. She paid tribute to the  

impressive reach of the NHW movement and called on members to find 

new ways of reaching out to tackle new, hidden crimes  that cause so 

much misery and harm in our communi$es. 

She thanked volunteers for their help in reducing tradi$onal crimes such 

as burglary and car crime over the last three decades and asked them to 

now turn their a<en$on to raising awareness of cybercrime, domes$c  

violence, child sexual abuse, human trafficking and extremism. 

Crimestoppers update 

NHW Representative: John Dick, Basingstoke Chairman. 

 

In 2016 we ran a series of the “Most Wanted Advertising Vans” across the county and I’m pleased to say that we have been  

allocated a grant from the PCC (Police & Crime Commissioner) to four more this year. The dates will be in September 2017, the 
locations have been selected and I’m pleased to say we have some support from local NHW teams, although much more would 
have been welcomed. 

 

We always recommend that you check your local area “Most Wanted” photos on our web page, simply search on your town and it 
will display the current photos (https://crimestoppers-uk.org/most-wanted/). 
 

Fearless workshops concentrate in informing and supporting younger people in our communities, we now have around 20 people 
trained to deliver this programme to schools and local clubs. You find out all about it at our website  

(https://www.fearless.org/en) 
 

NHW has a 20—30 minute presentation available on PowerPoint which, with some notice, I’m happy to come along to your team 
to present, it  includes time for a for Q&A session. Contact me (John Dick) on the email address on page 1. 

 

At the June mee�ng of the county team, the AGM was held and the following officers were appointed; 

◊ Bob Combes, Chair 

◊ Sandie Vining, Vice Chair 

◊ Margaret Filley, President 

◊ Tony Tuck, Vice President 

◊ Michael Hu<on, Secretary 

◊ Karen Oliver, Treasurer 

The Basingstoke police Commander is Chief Inspector Matthew Reeves, 
he can be contacted via the 101 number. 

This month we are pleased to introduce a new member of the police Neighbourhood team…. 

 

I would like to introduce myself as PS 21658 Jennifer Lovegrove and I am one of the three Sergeants assigned to the Basingstoke  

Preven$on and Neighbourhood team. Prior to coming to Basingstoke I was a Temporary Sergeant in Aldershot for 2 years in one of the 

Response Teams.   

I currently work alongside PS Trevor Taylor and PS Carl Holmes and between us we run a team consis$ng of 30 Police Officers and PCSOs. 

It is a busy and thriving team, filled with enthusias$c people who are passionate about policing and fulfilling the role to their best  

poten$al. We work in partnership with other agencies to ensure that we prevent crime and protect those who are most vulnerable and 

this is a crucial part of our role. We are based at the council offices at Basingstoke and work closely alongside Safer North Hampshire, 

Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council, Housing and a team of CSPOs, as well as a variety of external agencies.  

I a<ended the Neighbourhood Watch mee$ng in July, chaired by John Dick, where I enjoyed mee$ng some of the members and hearing 

what your role and priori$es are. I look forward to working with you in partnership and assis$ng you in the near future. 



 

 

Hampshire Police Opera�on Sceptre update 

 
Officers from the Basingstoke Safer Neighbourhoods Team carried out 22 test  

purchase opera$ons as part of a week of ac$on against knife crime. 

Out of the 22 stores tested, nine failed by selling knives to a person aged under 18. 

More stores passed by refusing to sell a knife, razor blade (not including a safety razor) or 

axe to our test purchasers, who were all police cadets aged 14 to 17 years old. 

The cadets a<empted to buy the bladed ar$cles in view of plain-clothed officers at stores 

across Basingstoke. 

The test purchases formed part of Opera$on Sceptre, a na$onwide campaign through which we are working to keep knives off the streets 

and educate people about the dangers associated with knife crime. It is an offence under the Criminal Jus$ce Act 1988 to sell knives to a 

person aged under 18 years old. The staff member and manager of the stores that failed the test  

purchase opera$on will be requested to a<end an awareness course with the police. Further test purchase opera$ons are planned. 

Sergeant Oli Ba<ersby said: “It is completely unacceptable that a child as young as 14 can walk into a shop and buy a knife without any 

ques$ons being asked. “We are working hard to reduce knife crime but we need the support of the communi$es we protect. “This may be 

through providing informa$on about people who carry knives, or, as in this case, by not selling knives to children.” 

As well as our test purchase opera$on, we also opened a knife amnesty bin at the Northern Police Inves$ga$on Centre in Jays Close, Via-

bles. A total of 40 bladed ar$cles, including knives, machetes and swords were handed in between Monday 17 July and Sunday 23 July. 

If you are concerned that someone you know is carrying a knife, then please call us on 101 and report it before it’s too late.  

Inspector Ben Taylor writes this month; 

 

Our new Police Inves$ga$on Centre on Jays Close Basingstoke  is now up and running and this is where the public enquiry counter is now 

located. It is open to the public from 8am to 8pm Monday to Saturday, 9am to 5pm Sunday and 10am to 6pm on Bank Holidays so there 

is plenty of opportunity for you to report crimes and incidents or to seek advice in person. 

 

The old Police Sta$on on London Road is closed and for sale on the open market. As I have said in previous newsle<ers the police in the 

town are now located in the council’s Parklands Building and we have rural policing team based at Tadley.  

 

As we are now in the summer period some of the challenges we face relate to an expected rise in an$-social behaviour due to the school 

holidays. This is seen across the whole of the district including the town centre, where we are experiencing some issues with groups of 

youths combined with the exis$ng issues linked to street drinking and begging. These problems do not necessarily impact on you within 

you own street or neighbourhood however we have to move our resources around to tackle the issues wherever they are. We are aware 

of an$-social behaviour hotspots elsewhere and have plans to respond to these as well. 

 

We con$nue to focus on vulnerable people in the work that we do which includes those targeted for doorstep crime, online crime and 

those crimes which are oFen hidden to the public such as domes$c violence and exploita$on in different forms. You are able to support 

us in dealing with these issues by con$nuing to report any concerns you have about neighbours or what is happening in your street. We 

do not expect you to get directly involved and we will treat all informa$on confiden$ally and sensi$vely. I would like to reiterate that we 

will treat all reports  seriously and we would rather you let us know than keep informa$on to yourself which may be vitally important in 

iden$fying risk and helping us to look aFer someone in need of help.  

 

The summer has tradi$onally been a $me when sheds and outbuildings have been targeted by thieves however a current trend is the 

theF of valuable power tools, from private and business premises as well as vehicles. For those of you who keep such tools in your sheds 

and garages please think about marking them and recording serial numbers and also checking on your security arrangements. Likewise 

for those who store tools in a van or vehicle the best deterrent is to remove these from the vehicle overnight. You may know of friends 

or neighbours where this is the case so please speak to them and encourage them to take whatever steps they can to avoid becoming a 

vic$m of crime. 

 

There is always really excellent crime preven$on advice in rela$on to these and other offences either on your own website or the Hamp-

shire Constabulary website ( www.hampshire.police.uk)   

In addi$on please find a link for registering and recording your property at h<ps://www.immobilise.com/ 

 

If you would like to find out more about the reality of policing in Basingstoke and Deane then why not join us for a ride-along? Our Com-

munity Observer Scheme allows members of the public to go out on patrol and to see for themselves how we help make communi$es 

safer. You can find further details and download an applica$on form from our website at h<ps://www.hampshire.police.uk/join-us/

community-observer-scheme/ 

 

Finally I would like to again highlight the Hampshire Alerts system as a way for receiving relevant messages from your local Police. You 

can sign up by going to www.hampshirealert.co.uk  
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